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acre to an acre and a lialf, a difference which must have told greatly in some parts in favour of the ryot and in others in favour of the State. No professional survey appears to have been undertaken till 1823, when the larger portion of the charge was measured under the superintendence of Captain Newport. This was followed by similar operations under a surveyor attached to the Collector's office, although opposed by the Collector in 1825 as a useless expense on account of the long fallows necessary in some parts of the country. The rates of assessment were nominally a good deal higher than those of the present day, but their incidence was modified by the practice, alluded to above, of throwing in lands for >f allow, or nominally for pasture, free of rent together with the rent-paying area of holdings. Opinions appear to have been divided as to whether on the whole the rates were too high or not, and 110 decisive steps towards a general revision were taken until a great fall in the value of agricultural produce about 1833 rendered such a measure necessary, although a reduction of 10 per cent, in the Chorasi subdivision and of 5 per cent. in Olpad, with smaller reductions in Parchol and elsewhere, were authorized in 1825. In that year the Collector reported that, the leases in the Parcliol subdivision having expired, he had directed new ones to be made out according to the Survey measurements, and that an increase of Rs. 11,247 had accrued from the increase in area ascertained by those measurements. In settling the new rentals it was discovered that the Mazmundars and Talatis had been in the habit of increasing or lowering the rates of assessment even on japti (permanent tenants), provided the total village revenue was kept up. In the revision that the Collector accordingly undertook, the land was assessed in parcels supposed to be of a similar quality without reference to fields, no separate assessment being put on different fields of the same class. Two Jiundabandi villages were left alone, to secure the goodwill of the Bhatelas (to which caste most of the Desais belonged) in approving the rest of the settlement.*
* Some of the reasons given for change of rates in this revision are worth quoting, to show the haphazard way in which such revisions were carried out in these early days. In the village of Abrama a reduction of four annas per biyha was made in 220 lit/has of gorat (yellow) land, and the assessment
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